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Ranks swell as Newark police welcome largest cadet class in decades 


The Newark Police Department welcomed 122 new officers on Friday, with a graduation ceremony 
for what department officials said was the force’s biggest cadet class in two decades. The new officers 
and their loved ones joined city officials and police brass for the ceremony at the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart, where Newark Mayor Ras Baraka addressed the officers from the ornate pulpit. 


The class puts the department’s total number of officers at 1,146, said spokesman Capt. Derek Glenn. 


— Steve Strunsky Photos by Andrew Miller, for The Star-Ledger 
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Call to reform 
frayed system 
that probes 
N.J. deaths 


Stephen Stirling For The Star-Ledger 


Gov.-elect Phil Murphy joined other legislators in calling 
for a complete overhaul of New Jersey’s medical examiner 
system, after an NJ Advance Media investigation revealed 
decades of dysfunction had left it one of the worst in the 
nation. 

The 18-month investigation, published Thursday, 
revealed years of underfunding and mismanagement had 
led to lost body parts, potentially innocent people sitting 
in jail and possible crimes not being investigated. Families 
also face months-long wait times to learn how their loved 
ones died and the state turns away two-thirds of the cases 
referred to it for review. 

“The results of this investigation are shocking and 
appalling,” Murphy said, before departing for a relief mis- 
sion to Puerto Rico. “I will never accept a process that 
allows for mistakes that send innocent people to jail, let 
criminals go free, and deny the loved ones of those who 
have passed the truth about what happened. Wholesale 
reform of our medical examiner system is needed.” 

Murphy was joined by several members of the state 
Legislature, including many who have tried to reform the 
state’s death investigation system in recent years but were 
unable to gain traction. 

Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri-Huttle, D-Hudson, 
who works as a funeral director, said the puzzle-piece 
SEE DEATH, 11 


BELLEFONTE, PA. 


Grand jury denounces 
Penn State over hazing 


MarcLevy Associated Press 


A grand jury’s report in the wake of a New Jersey frater- 
nity pledge’s drinking death said Friday that Penn State 
officials displayed “a shocking apathy” to dangers from 
excessive drinking and that its inaction allowed criminal 
acts to occur. 

Penn State strongly objected to that characterization in 
a 144-page report released by a district attorney in Penn- 
sylvania, saying it made extraordinary efforts to combat 
drinking and hazing. 

The report recommends a series of changes the school 
should undertake in the wake of the death of 19-year-old 
Timothy Piazza of Readington Township, Hunterdon 
County, in February. 

It pointed to numerous assaults, injuries or alcohol-re- 
lated emergencies in the past several years involving frater- 
nities, and said it is unreasonable for Penn State to disavow 


SEE PENN STATE, 11 


Inside: Fraternity members at Rutgers University accused 
of spiking punch bowl with Xanax at party, report says. Page 3 


SUPERIOR COURT 


Hearing confession in son’s slaying, 
aman of faith counts his blessings 


Í Mark Di Ionno 
S mdiionno@starledger.com 


5 Mike Tevlin sat on the hard 
< wooden benches in Superior 
Court for two days this week, listening to 
legalese. 

At issue were the rights of the man who 
admitted to killing Tevlin’s son, Brendan, at 
a West Orange intersection in June 2014. 

Prosecutors argued that evidence and 
statements made by Ali Muhammad Brown 
in three previous Washington state homi- 
cides should be heard by a jury. The defense 
requested otherwise. 

In the end, Judge Ronald D. Wigler sided 
with the defense. 


No matter. 

Brown’s own defense attorney, Al Kapin, 
argued that prosecutors have more than 
enough evidence to convict Brown of Bren- 
dan Tevlin’s murder without bringing the 
other murders in. And he’s right. 

There is a confession. 

There is a weapon found on Brown when 
he was arrested. 

There is DNA evidence that the weapon 
was used to shoot Brendan Tevlin in a cow- 
ardly nighttime ambush that Brown justi- 
fied as “his small part” to extract “venge- 
ance” for the United States’ war efforts in 
Muslim countries. 

Mike Tevlin patiently endured it all. The 
SEE DI IONNO, 11 
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PUERTO RICO 


Gov.-elect Murphy in San Juan: 
N.J.’s ‘arms open’ to the displaced 


Matt Arco For The Star-Ledger 


Gov.-elect Phil Murphy visited Puerto 
Rico on Friday and welcomed people tem- 
porarily displaced from the storm-ravaged 
island to take shelter in New Jersey. 

Murphy said Gov. Chris Christie, who he 
relentlessly attacked for 18 months on the 
campaign trail, was “right on” with New 
Jersey’s response to the devastation here. 

He praised Christie’s decision to send 
hundreds of State Police and other first 
responders to the U.S. territory. Murphy 
also promised the Garden State will con- 
tinue to help with the recovery efforts 
under his administration. 


That includes giving temporary shelter 
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to people still without homes months after 
Hurricane Maria devastated the island in 
September. 

“New Jersey needs to have its arms open,” 
Murphy said. 

Within an hour after he landed here, Mur- 
phy and his wife, Tammy, had a private 
lunch with Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Ross- 
ello at the governor’s official residence, La 
Fortaleza, a 16th century structure that’s 
half palace and half fortress and is perched 
along the coast. 

Later, Murphy met with hurricane victims 
and was briefed by local and federal officials 
on the recovery. 

In the meeting with Hector Pesquera, the 
SEE MURPHY, 11 
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